
Opportunity Insights:

An Update On The State Of 
Opportunity in Metro Atlanta



Opportunity Insights explores 
changes in households’ economic 
trajectories across generations, 
answering the question…

https://opportunityinsights.org/Go here to learn more  >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>



…Are We Doing 
Better Than Our 
Parents?



Let’s begin in 1978. For children born into the lowest 
income bracket during this year (Gen X)…

Atlanta ranked 49th out of 50…

…for incomes at age 27 (~2005) 

Charlotte ranked 50th out of 50…



The researchers updated the study to look at the 
birth year of 1992 (Millennials)…

…Charlotte now ranks 38th out of 50 for 
incomes at age 27 (~2019), progress that 

should be celebrated!



Atlanta now ranks last.



Let’s look at the numbers.

Gen X  (born 1978) incomes at 
age 27…  (all races)

Millennials  (born 1992) incomes 
at age 27…  (all races)

$32K

$27.7K

$26.7K

-4.2% National

+5.0% Charlotte

-5.2% Atlanta



It has gotten worse, and at a 
faster rate than the national 

average.
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