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In Summary…

The latest ARC forecasts (Series 17) show that the 21-county Atlanta region will be home to 7.9 million people by 2050, an increase of 1.8 
million new residents above a 2020 baseline. This forecast series represents slower growth compared to the last forecast series (Series 16).

The biggest reasons for the decline in expected overall population growth? Declining fertility rates and declining in-migration-- two trends 
that accelerated during the pandemic.

Today, roughly half of the Atlanta region’s growth is attributed to natural increase, i.e. births minus deaths. By 2050, only about 20 percent 
of the region’s growth will come from natural increase.

Practically all the population growth the region will receive in the next 30 years will come from populations of color.

We as a region will also be a lot older. The only age cohorts forecast to grow in share of overall population are those 55 and older.

We forecast that the Professional/Scientific/Technical Services sector will be the region’s largest industry by 2050. Technical occupations 
became even more important during the pandemic as we relied heavily on these technologies to power our lives during stay-at-home and 
social distancing measures, and we expect these trends to continue.



First, Let’s Look At Some National Factors Affecting 
Population Growth
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Population in a nation grows in two ways: Natural increase (births less deaths) and international in-migration . For the former, we see that regardless of race or 
ethnicity, the fertility rate has dropped below replacement level (approximately 2.1 children per woman). This trend will obviously have huge ramifications on 
how population grows here in the Atlanta region over the next 30 years or so. Key takeaway: We won’t be growing that much via natural increase in the future.

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr67/nvsr67_08-508.pdf
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In-Migration Also Slowing

This screen grab from Brookings shows that, in addition to natural increase slowing in the nation, net international migration is also slowing down. This means that 
there is slowing in both components of the population growth equation, and as such population growth overall is slowing. These trends are reflected in our latest 
forecasts. Key takeaway: The pool of potential in-migrants is growing shallower with the dramatic decrease in international migration.

https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.235/d10.c70.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Demographic-Drought-V16.pdf?time=1625780235


ARC’s Series 17 Forecasts:

Population



ARC Regional (21-County) Forecasts

Source: ARC Series 17 Forecasts
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ARC's Series 17 Population and Employment Forecasts

Population Employment

As this chart shows, our latest forecast is for the 21-county region to add roughly 1.8 million new residents and 860,000 new jobs by 2050. As the next slide 
shows, the forecast population growth represents a slowdown when compared to growth expectations in prior series.



You’re Not Supposed To Compare Forecasts 
Series… (keep reading below)

Source: ARC Series 17 Forecasts

...but we are doing it here to illustrate a point. Because of the factors mentioned previously, and because these trends were accelerated during the pandemic 
(our Series 16 forecasts were done and adopted before onset of the pandemic), that latest forecast series shows roughly nine percent fewer people in 2050. 
Note: The base year for this set of forecasts is 2020-- that’s why those series begin later than previous series.
Key takeaway: We are still expecting to add 1.8 million new residents by 2050, which is roughly the population of today’s Virginia Beach
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Ratio of In-Migration to Natural Increase in Series 17 Forecasts

Natural increase Migration

Components of Growth:
Natural Increase vs. In-Migration

As this chart shows, in-migration will become an increasingly larger component of overall population growth throughout the forecast horizon. In 2025, the ratio 
between in-migration and natural increase is essentially 50/50. By 2050, that ratio will be 80/20, i.e. 80 percent of our growth will come from in-migration. Note: 
Because our forecasting model, REMI, seeks equilibrium, it produces some dramatic shifts in the first couple of years to account for the pandemic recovery. Thus, 
for this chart, we start the time series in 2025. Key takeaway: With overall population growth slowing, we will need to rely concurrently on growing talent 
natively, retaining that local talent, and recruiting the right talent from a dwindling pool of potential in-migrants.



Composition of Future Growth Changing Too

Source: ARC Series 17 Forecasts

We are forecasting that the shares of White and Black populations will decline by 2050 with a concomitant share increase in Hispanic and "other " races. Note: 
Our forecasting model, REMI, does not segment Asian populations separately, thus they are included above in the “Other Non-Hispanic” category.

Key takeaway: The Atlanta region’s future population growth will be driven almost entirely by populations of color.
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Oh, And We’re Getting Older

Source: ARC Series 17 Forecasts

In looking at age, here we see that the only age bands that will grow in share over the forecast horizon are the 75+ age cohort (dramatic increase) and the 56 to 
74 age cohort (slight increase). The declining fertility rates are a significant driver for this trend.
Key takeaway: We’re going to have almost 900,000 people aged 75 and older in 2050. We have never had that kind of age profile in our history. Think of the 
ramifications-- for how we travel, how our communities are designed and how we will consume health care, among others.
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ARC’s Series 17 Forecasts:

Employment
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Professional, Scientific, Tech Jobs To Be Largest Industry

This chart shows that while today the largest employment sector is Health Care/Social Assistance, by 2050 the Professional/Scientific/Technical industry will be the 
largest. Key takeaway: In our previous forecast, Health Care was the largest sector by 2050. Now, at least initially, most data show that the technical occupations 
were the “winners” of the pandemic as we came to rely more on technology than ever to power our lives. Our employment forecast supports this early read.


