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In Sum 

Å March 30: Fire underneath I-85 caused the bridge to collapse and 
altered the commutes for hundreds of thousands of commuters.

Å Around 240,000 trips go through the impacted area each weekday.

Å Eastern half of the I-285 perimeter impacted the most, but travel 
was impacted all throughout the region, with a minimum of 30 
percent increase in volumes across network.

Å Commuters are far south as Newnan and as far north as Cumming 
regularly travel through that affected area.

Å Many MARTA stations, especially those in the northern part of the 
region, have experienced large increases in ridership after the 
bridge collapse. 

Å According to a survey done by Invest Atlanta, some 75 percent of 
the businesses in the area have experienced a loss of customers due 
to the collapse.

Å Bridge to reopen by May 26?



Historic traffic counts

ÅAround 243,000 
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daily
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Source: Georgia DOT Traffic Counts
2015 Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT)
http://geocounts.com/gdot/
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Who travels on I-85?

Å The affected area on I-85 is a critical link in the 
transportation network

Å In the morning travel period, trips routinely flow from as far 
south as Newnan and from as far north as Cumming

Source: CitilabsAnalysis for ARC using Streetlytics
https://www.streetlytics.com/
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Green= trip origins
Blue= trip destinations

https://www.streetlytics.com/


AM Peak Period ςcongestion
ÅSystem wide impacts

o Minimum of 30 percent increases in volume 
throughout network; some areas 50 percent

ÅCongestion on arterials
ÅCongestion in unexpected places

o άtŜŀƪ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎέ ςstarting earlier and ending 
later

Source: ARC Activity Based Travel Model, VisumNetwork 2015
Model Simulation Parameters: I-85 Closure, Piedmont partially open with operational restrictions
Time Period: AM Peak (6-10 AM) 
http://www.atlantaregional.com/transportation/modeling

Percent Change in Volume :  Reds = Increase

The impact: Congestion

http://www.atlantaregional.com/transportation/modeling


ARC has been analyzing travel 
patterns using real-time INRIX 
software. 

Looking at comparative speedis 
helpful because it identifies roads 
where traffic is moving slower than 
normal (even if the normal speed 
is slow). These maps use 
comparative speed to show the 
speed of traffic for that time 
measured as a percentage of 
historic average speed for that 
day/time. 

CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛŦ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ 
speed is 40 mph, 100% would 
represent 40 mph and 50% would 
represent 20 mph.

As the maps show, most roadways 
on the eastern half of the 
perimeter experienced significant 
slowing.

8:00 AM Thursday April 13, 2017: 8:00 AM Thursday March 23, 2017:

Source: ARC Analysis using INRIX Roadway Analytics

http://inrix.com/products/roadway-analytics/

The impact: Speed During the AM Peak
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http://inrix.com/products/roadway-analytics/

